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Islamic Sciences are of two types (Both are important for the student of knowledge)

e Objective sciences ie The Interpretation of the Quran, Islamic Creed (Ageedah),
Islamic Jurisprudence *Figh)

e Sciences that are a means for understanding the objective sciences i.e., foundations of
Hadeeth (Mustalah al hadeeth), Maxims of Figh, Foundations of Figh (Usuul al-Figh)

Hadeeth is divided into two categories:

1. Knowledge of the actual text of the hadeeth (Ilm al hadeeth Riwayatan) dlg) coasdl ole
2. Knowledge pertaining to the authenticity of the hadeeth, the precision of the narrators
of the hadeeth (Ilm al hadeeth Dirayatan) &))s cod=l ole

The works of the Scholars of Islam are of two types

e Poetry form which the use of distinctive style and rhythm (Matn Bayquniyah)

e Prose form i.e., written or spoken language in its ordinary form, without metrical
structure (Matn Al Waragat)
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This is a poem that mentions 10 things that a student should know about any science that they
want to learn. They are summarised in three lines of poetry.

1. Al-Hadd (Definition): knowledge of principles and foundations relating to the chain of
narrations and the text of the hadeeth in terms of acceptance and rejection of the
hadeeth

2. Al-Maudu’ (Topic): the chains of narration, the actual hadeeth text, the traits of the
authentic hadeeth of a weak hadeeth, the precision of narrators.

3. Ath-Thamarah (Fruits): One can differentiate between the authentic sunnah of the
prophet and that which has been falsely attributed to him.

4. An-Nisba (Relation to other sciences): It is an independent science; however it serves
every Tafisr, Ageedah, Hadeeth, Figh etc since one cannot worship Allah except with
authentic text.



5. Al-Fadl (Virtue):

e |t is one of the most noble types of knowledge that a Muslim can seek because it
relates to the words of our blessed prophet peace be upon him.

e Abdullah ibn Mubarak said ‘The Isnad is from the religion, if it weren’t for the isnad
then everyone would say anything’.

e The scholars mention that wherever Knowledge of hadeeth becomes prominent
innovations become few.

6. Al-Wadi’ (Placer/Author): Abu Muhammed Al-Hasan ibn Abdurahman ($34,4513)1)
3602, He authored a book called . 1)l Gl on dsolall ouall

7. Ism (Name): Mustalah Hadeeth, Foundations of Hadeeth, Foundations of narrations.

8. al-Istimdaad: It is derived from the Quran, Sunnah, and Methodology of the
Companions.

9. Al-Hukm (Ruling): obligatory upon the Ummah as a whole, whereby if a certain
number of people specialise in it, the burden is lifted from the rest of the ummah.

10. Al-Masaa’il (Issues): conditions of the Authentic Hadeeth, conditions of the Hasan
Hadeeth, types of Hadeeth in terms of acceptance and rejection of ahaadeeth.

Basic Terminology

il /JU-“‘}J\ Isnad/Sanad} The chain or series of narrators who report a Hadith
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OM\ Matn: The narration/ Hadith itself
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"Actions are according to intentions... "
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The author started off with Basmallah “In the Name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the
beneficent” to follow the example of the Quran, Book of Allah, to receive barakah and to

follow the sunnah of the Prophet & because he would start with Basmallah whenever
writing to rulers or kings.
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“Begin do | with praise, and prayers and salutations upon Muhammad the Noble Prophet, the
finest ever commissioned”

The author starts the lines of poetry with praise but doesn’t mention who he’s praising, but
we can infer that the praise is to Allah swt;

1. Because the authoris a Muslim

2. Because Jw=> (Hamd) if for Allah SWT

What does el (Hamd) mean?

- The word «e=JlI/Hamd means: Praising with mahabba (love) and ta’dheem
(glorification/ honour)

If a person is praising another person and there is no mahabba (love) or ta’dheem
(glorification/honour) then that is called 7l (Madh).

An example of z2JI (Madh) is praising someone for how strong they are

What is the difference between 4> (Hamd) and ,S% (Shukr)?



- &)l (Shukr) is thankfulness/ gratitude for blessings that have been given, whereas JaJ|
(Hamd) is an expression of praise with mahabba (love) and ta’dheem (glorification/
honour) that happens at all times.

- 4=l (Hamd) may or may not be in return for a favour/ blessing unlike ,SaJ! (Shukr) which
can only be in return for a favour or blessing.

- For example, you can give ;S| (Shukr) when being blessed with a baby, showing
gratitude for the blessing bestowed on you.

- With 4=l (Hamd) you praise Allah SWT at all times, whether you receive a blessing or
not, whether things are good or bad.

- Inthis aspect vl (Hamd) is broader/ more general.

- However, o=l (Hamd) only takes place in the heart and tongue, whereas ,SzJ! (Shukr)
takes place in the heart, tongue, and the limbs (as an action).

The daleel for ,Sad! (shukr) also being an action is:

Aisha reported that when Allah's Messenger & occupied himself in prayer, he observed such
a (long) giyam that his feet were swollen. Aisha said: Allah's Messenger you do this (in spite
of the fact) that your earlier and later sins have been pardoned for you? Thereupon, he said "
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‘Should I not prove myself to be a thanksgiving servant (of Allah)?
“Muhammad the Noble Prophet, the finest ever commissioned”
Here the Author mentions three things about the Prophet &5:
1. That his name is Mohammed
- The Prophet & has many names such as: Ahmed, Hashir, Aqgib and many more.

2. That he was a Nabi
3. And that he was a Rasool

He then tells us that the Prophet Mohammad &5 is the best of the Prophets that have been
sent.

The Prophet & himself said: “ dslall a3 53T W3 Jzz G

“I will be the leader of the children of Adam on the Day of Resurrection”

So how can we understand the hadith “s&dS1 715 1gliaas ¥
‘Do not say that one Nabi is better than another’?



- The scholars mention that yes, the prophet
Mohammed & is more virtuous than other prophets, as comes in authentic
hadith, but don’t say he is better whilst degrading the other prophets as that is
Haram.

What is the difference between Nabi and Rasul?

- Rasulis a messenger, who was given a new Sharia by Allah

- Nabiis a prophet, but they don’t come with a new book or sharia they implement the
sharia of the Rasul before Him

- Each Rasool was a Nabi but not every Nabi is a Rasul

- Itis also said that Nabis are sent to people accepting of His message
- Whereas Rasul are sent to people who are in contradiction to Him
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“So, what follows are a number of the hadith divisions and all of them do come with their
definitions” In this line the shaykh mentions the methodology he will follow for this book,

which is the mentioning of the type of hadeeth along with its definition.
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“The first of them is Sahih, and that is neither broken in its chain, nor does it contradict or
have a hidden failing.

Sahih, Hasan, and its definition.

“One who is upright and precise, narrates from his like reliable in his precision, as well as his
transmission”

The first of the Hadith divisions is Sahih.
Why did the sheikh start off with Sahih?
- Because it is the most authentic hadith
- And because it is the most noble hadith

What is the definition of Sahih?



The hadith, that its Sanad is connected, that it is narrated by Just and reliable narrators, it
doesn’t have any contradictions in the hadith and that there are no hidden defects.

What are the 5 conditions for a Sahih Hadith?

1. Thatthe Sanad (chain) has to be connected

That there are no contradictions in the hadith

That there are no hidden defects

That it is narrated by a Just person

And that the Just person is precise and prolific in his memorising.

ukhwmn

What does the Sanad having to be connected mean?

Every narrator in that chain of narration, must hear from the narrator above him

We call this (Muttasil) connected.

For example: Imaam Malik (RA) says that he heard from Nafea, who heard from ibn Umar,
who said the Prophet & said...

What does having no contradiction mean?

A person whose Hadith is acceptable narrating a hadith that contradicts someone who is
more precise than him in memory or those that are more than him in number

When a narrator who is thiga (Reliable) contradicts a group of thigaat. This is called a

Mukhalifa 4&ll3a

Or when one narrator who is thiga narrates a hadith, and another narrator who’s sadug
(trustworthy, but not to the level of a thiga) contradicts that hadith

Both are examples of shadh 5\..3';]\_

What does having no hidden defect mean?

A defect that is hidden in the hadith somewhere that harms its authenticity.

The only people that know of this defect are the scholars of hadith that have been
studying this science for about 20/30 years. Just by looking at it they can see the hidden
defect

The scholars give an example of those people who work at money exchange shop, on a
daily basis they are probably dealing with £10,000/£20,000 and they exchange it to other
currencies such as dollars or rials. And they’ve been working there for about 20/30 years.
If you gave them a fake £20 note they would be able to immidiatly tell that its fake just by
the touch of it. This is due to experience

These first three conditions are connected to the Sanad (chain) of narration.
These last two conditions are connected to the actual people in the chain of narration.

What does it mean that the hadith has to be narrated by someone who is just?

The scholars explain this to be someone whose good deeds are more than his bad deeds.
He has to be person upon good conduct and known for piety & has to also stay away
from things that can harm the reputation of a person, not things that are haram or
makrooh but those things that belittle him in the eyes of the people.



For example, wearing three quarter length trousers with not top to the masjid. Their
awrah is covered but it harms his reputation

- Healso can’t be someone that’s not known as we can’t clarify if he is someone who is
trustworthy Jsg=s

- The person has to be just, as they are narrating the hadith of the Prophet &

What does it mean that the hadith has to be recited by someone who is prolific in their

memory?

- Meaning someone who knows what he’s memorising, knows what he’s narrating and
knows what he’s preserving

- Andthat he’s alert and aware and that he also knows the meaning of what he is reciting

With these two last points there is a labelling system within it. E.g Thiga (reliable), or Suduq
(truthworhty. Thiga is the highest level of praise excluding sahaba. There is nothing that
exceeds sahabi in praise.

Another important point is that he must narrate it from someone who is like him.

e.g., A thiga narrating to thiga, who’s narrating to a thiga ect.} that hadith is called sahih

But when a thiga, narrates to a thiga who narrates to someone whose da’if who narrates to a
thiga the hadith is no longer Sahih.

- This is because of the one da’if person in this

- This hadith will either be da’if or Hasan now

What are the two types of precision?

1. )J-hén -L‘M Precision of memory} meaning this narrator is reliable in his memory,
he’s able to memorise and he’s memorised the hadith that he is narrating. So, he is
able to narrate them when he wishes

2. %‘USM -L'M Precision of writing} meaning he doesn’t memorise what he is saying,
but whenever his shaykh is talking he is writing down every hadith that his shaykh is
saying
- When he is narrating the hadith and he is passing on the hadith, he has the kitab

with him. So, he’s reading from his book, and he obviously won’t make a mistake
as he is reading form his book.

- But he’s condition is that he must preserve his book, meaning if he leaves his
book lying about e.g., in the house, masjid or halaga then this person’s hadith is
not to be accepted. This is because when he leaves his book lying about anyone
can write a hadith

Where can we find hadith that is sahih?

- First, sahih hadiths are found in Bukhari and Muslim as we all know, but they are also
found in other than Bukhari and Muslim

- So, itis not correct to say Bukhari and Muslim have narrated every single hadith that is
Sahih, rather they have left out a large chunk



- These imams memorised more than 100,00 hadiths but what they’ve put down is a lot
less, which means they have left out a lot of ahadeeth.

What are the levels of sahih?

1. The highest sahih hadith is the ones found in Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslim narrate
together. E.G., “verily actions are by intention” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

2. The second level of sahih hadith is the one only Imam Bukhari narrated

The third level of sahih hadith is the one only Imam Muslim narrated

4. The fourth level of Sahih hadith is hadiths that meet their condition} meaning it meets
Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslims condition, but they didn’t write it down

5. The fifth level of sahih hadith is that’s it meets Imam Bukhari’s conditions for sahih
hadith

6. The sixth level of sahih hadith is that’s it meets Imam Muslims conditions for sahih
hadith

7. The seventh level of sahih hadith is the hadith that is sahih but doesn’t fulfil the
conditions of Imam Bukhari or Imam Muslim. These hadiths are still sahih but since
the conditions of these Imams are so high, these said hadiths can’t reach that level,
but they are still authentic, sahih hadiths

w

Which is better the Book of Imam Bukhari or the book of Imam Muslim?

A poet said:
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They came to me and said which one do you give preference too

| said verily Imam Bukhari proceeded in authenticity
Just like Imam Muslim he proceeded Imam Bukhari in the way that he put the hadith

The people of the Sunnah honour and act upon every single hadeeth:

Ahlul Sunnah their concern is, is the hadith sahih or not. They won’t look at whether the
hadith is Ahad or mutawatir ect. Ahlul sunnah would say if the hadith Is sahih, as the four
imams said, it is my madhab. Hadith that is sahih is evidence for Ageedah (belief) and ibaadah
(worship).
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“The tradition that is fair, is one whose routes are known its narrators not as famous, as the
sound have shown”



Why do some scholars say that these lines are not that clear?

- When you’re defining something, it must include everything that you want it to include,
and it must exclude everything that you want it to exclude}. Therefore, the scholars say
that the definition of the Hasan hadeeth here it’s not precise as: it says the chains of
narration (sanads) for Hasan are known, but the sanads of Sahih are also known. So, it is
not specific to Hasan

- Also, it says the Narrators of Hasan men are not as famous as sahih, but in terms of being
famous and known, even the narrators of da’if hadith are known. Some are known to be
liars; some are known to have bad memory etc.

What is the Hadith Hasan?

- The hadith of Hasan is the hadith where its chain is connected, with the transmission of
someone who is righteous and upright and who stays away from things that badly affect
his reputation, but when it comes to his precision, he is not as precise or as strong as the
narrators of sahih hadith. But it has no contradictions or any hidden defects.

- Hassan hadiths must meet 4/5 conditions for sahih hadiths. So, all conditions except the
one referring to the precision and memory.

- So, heis not a (thiga) reliable, he would be a (suduq) truthful or they would say his hadith
is acceptable. Sometimes he mis-memorises hadiths

An example of a Hasan hadith is:
“be plentiful when saying la ilaha ilaa Allah, before something is placed before you and la
ilaha ilaa Allah, And say this word to the ones who are dying”

This hadiths Sanad’s is Hasan, there is a narrator who is called Dammam ibn Ismail, Imam
dhahabi said that he’s hadith is acceptable, so above weak but below the level of Thigaat. So,
this hadith is Hasan because this narrator.

But if we have three hadiths saying the same thing narrated by three sudugs it now becomes
sahih

What are the levels of hadith?

1. &I mewall (Sahih lithatihi)} highest level

2. o e (Sahih lighairihi)} When we have several ahadeeth which are originally all
Hassan but because it’s come from various chains of narrations that we no longer
have any doubts about the precision of the narrator.

3. 4l > (Hasan lithatihi)} a hadeeth that meets four of the five conditions of the
sahih hadeeth. The only difference is that the narrator of the hasan hadeeth is
weaker in his memory.
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