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Language units



Getting
started

. Letters of the alphabet: group 1

Many Arabic letters can be grouped together according to their shapes.
Some letters share exactly the same shape but have a different number
=, Of dots above or below; other shapes vary slightly.
Look at this group of letters and listen to the recording:

Name of letter Pronounced

ba’ ‘b’ as in ‘bat’
ta’ ‘' as in ‘tap’
‘th’ as in ‘thin’
nan ‘n’ as in ‘nab’

5/

ya ‘y’ asin ‘yet’

G L

You can see that ba’, ta’ and tha’ share the same shape, but the position
and the number of dots are different; whereas nan has a slightly
different shape, more circular and falling below the line, and ya’ has a
much curlier shape (but is connected with the other letters, as you will
see later in Unit 1).



Getting started

When Arabic is written by hand, the dots often become ‘joined’ for the
sake of speed. Compare the printed and the handwritten letters below.
The most common Arabic printed style is called naskh, and the most
common handwriting style rig'a.

Printed letter (naskh) Handwritten letter (riq’'a)

Exercise 1
Look at the letters below and decide which each is:




Unit 1

Handwriting practice
(When practising handwriting, first trace the letters following the direction
of the arrows, and then try writing them on lined paper.)

The Arabic script is written from right to left, so the letters should be
formed starting from the right:

~
L 4
-
ta' V
/’
tha’ V
4
nan u
S
-

Tip: There are no capital letters in Arabic.
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Vowels

Arabic script is similar to SMS messages in that both types of writing
leave out many of the vowels. The short vowels in Arabic are written
above and below the letters. If you read the Arabic press or
pick up a novel you will rarely see these vowels, as they are not usually
written. The reader is expected to deduce the meaning of the word
from its pattern and the context.

This book will begin by showing all the short vowels and will
gradually drop them as you become more proficient.

Look at these letters and listen to the recording:

>~ A

- © - ) - ©v

. _ . .

From this you can see:

- A dash above the letter (—) is pronounced as a short ‘a’ following the
letter. This vowel is called fatha.

- Adash below the letter () is pronounced as a short ‘i’ following the
letter. This vowel is called kasra.

- A comma shape above the letter () is pronounced as a short ‘u’
following the letter. This vowel is called damma.

Exercise 2
Listen to the recording and write the correct vowels on these letters:

19 S 7 <
R 5 g 8 &3
3 & s ()

Exercise 3

Now practise saying these letters with their vowels. Then check your
answers in the answer section.

b }.
4 O 7
P
- - R
IS o
2 Y 5 8

L
G
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. Joining letters: group 1
Written Arabic is ‘joined up’. When letters come at the end of a word
they look very much as they do when standing alone. However, when
they come at the beginning or in the middle of a word they get
‘shortened’.
Look at how these letters combine:

-

(read from right to left)

S =8+ o

O =t O+ O

Notice how the letter gets ‘chopped’ and loses its final flourish, or
‘tail’, when at the beginning or in the middle of a word, but still keeps its
dots for recognition.

The letters nin and ya’' have exactly the same shape as the other
letters in this group when they come at the beginning or in the middle of
a word, but they retain their differences when at the end:




Getting started

Handwriting practice

g =stote

~It’s easiest if you complete the main shape of the word and then go
~ back to the right-hand side and add all the dots from right to left.

Exercise 4

Look at the newspaper headline. Two examples of the letters in group 1
are circled. How many others can you find?

7ip: When ya' is by itself or at the end of a word, you may see it without
the two dots.

Jlyeedl okl dmal ¥l
ety dd el T Wil
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Exercise 5
Write out these combinations of letters. The first is an example:

-

|
C
+
C
+
C

=gtotot g s

Adding vowels to words
We can now add vowels to the combinations of letters to make words:

2

(tb) @3 = ) @ + W) &

o

(bin) (3 = () O + bi) O
bint) A3 =) & + () O + b) O

(bayna) /O.“t;!= (na) u + () 03 + (ba) U

Sukin

Ifthere is a small circle (sukan) above a letter () this indicates that no
vowel sound follows that letter - see bint and bayna above. Notice how
the sukdn is not usually put above the last letter of a word.
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% Exercise 6
~ Listen to the recording and write the vowels on these words. Each word
will be given twice.

O 4 S 1
g:ijS QS-Q:"Z

Shadda

In addition to the three short vowels and the sukdn, there is another
symbol: the shadda. This is a small w shape (L) written above the letter to
show that it is doubled. For example:

(bathth) &3 = (th) & + th) & + (ba) o

bumn) G =) O + () O t+ bV O

The sound of a letter is lengthened when there is a shadda. Take care to
pronounce this, otherwise you may change the meaning of the word.

Y Listen to these examples and repeat them with the recording. Each

" example is given twice:

«©

w oA -
o4 S 1
O s O 2
F -
& R X
S o6 O 13

*Compare the pronunciation of numbers 2 and 3.

¢
Notice that kasra is often written below the shadda (—) rather than below
the letter itself - see example 5.
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@) Exercise 7
Write these letter combinations and then try to pronounce them. Check
your pronunciation with the recording or answer section.

=Q+Q+:“_;3 =Q+Q+;_;1
=stuetor =0+tgtugto?r

Exercise 8
Say these words and then match their meanings with the English:

| 5@;&

ew C

\e

1 girl/daughter 2 coffeebeans 3 house 4hay 5 between

Conversation sections

These sections are designed to introduce you to basic conversational
Arabic in social and everyday situations. They appear in all the units in
the first half of the course, and then as appropriate in the later units.
You'll find the conversational phrases on the recording, and you'll also
be given the opportunity to take part in short dialogues with native
speakers. Concentrate on speaking and listening in these sections. At
first you may not be able to read all the Arabic script, but you will be
able to recognise some of the letters and words.
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@G Conversation

Greetings

One of the most important conversational skills initially in any language
is to know how to greet people. Arabic greetings can be elaborate and
prolonged, but some all-purpose expressions will get you by:

Sui (ahlan) Hello

¢/¢ Sui (ahlan bik/biki) Hello to you (talking to a male/female)
a3l ~ Lo (sabah al-khayr) Good morning

J;M ¢ Lo (sabah an-nar) Good morning (reply)

sl ¢Lus (masa’ al-khayr) Good evening/afternoon

J,f‘.Jl ¢l (masa’ an-nar) Good evening/afternoon (reply)
Lol = (magas-salama) Goodbye

Tip: The reply to a greeting often varies from the original, although it
is also acceptable to use the original phrase in reply.

D Vocabulary in Unit 1
o w2
< (bint) girl/daughter 'y (bunn) coffee beans

- -

C.\:s:g (bayt) house (22 (bayna) between

a3 (tibn) hay

)LAi (ahlan) Hello
ol /ey Yal (ahlan bik/biki) Hello to you
)._._\:';ll CL_Q‘: (sabah al-khayr) Good morning

_);'dl CLuA (sabah an-nar) Good morning (reply)

):_f';ll ¢ Lo (masa’ al-khayr) Good evening/afternoon
J;’dl ¢ Lo (masa’ an-nir) Good evening/afternoon (reply)
L)L;..JI tA (maga s-salama) Goodbye
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Vocabulary learning

Arabic presents some challenges to the beginner trying to learn
vocabulary, as the words and the script are unfamiliar. However, you
can use strategies to help you. One method recommended for learning
vocabulary in new scripts is the use of flashcards, similar to the method
used to teach young children how to read.

Try the following method to learn your vocabulary:
¢ Make a set of small cards, blank on both sides.
* Get five envelopes and mark them ‘Day 1’, ‘Day 2, etc.

e Write each Arabic word, with vowels, on one side of a card and the
English on the other:

- *

i gir/

This is good handwriting practice and will also help you remember
the word.

* Put all the cards in the envelope marked ‘Day 1'.

* Each day, take the cards out of each envelope in turn starting with
the highest-numbered envelope and working down to ‘Day 1'. (The
first day you'll only have cards in the ‘Day 1’ envelope, the next day
you'll have ‘Day 2’ and ‘Day 1’, and so on until you have completed
five days.)

* Put each card Arabic side up and say the Arabic aloud. Try to
remember what it means. When you've finished, shuffle the cards
and put them English side up, repeating the process.

* If you remember a word, it progresses to the next envelope; if you
forget, it goes back to Day 1:

FORGET
<zl
1t )
DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4 DAY 5

REMEMBER

* If you can remember a word five days running you can throw the
card away. (Or you can put it back in the Day 1 envelope without the
vowels.) You can add up to 15 words a day to the Day 1 envelope.



Putting words
together

Letters of the alphabet: group 2

Look at the next group of letters and listen to the recording:

Name of letter Pronounced

alif (see pages 17 and 20)

dal ‘d" as in ‘dad’

‘th’ as in ‘that’

=t

ra rolled T’ as in Spanish ‘arriva’

zay ‘2" asin ‘zone’

waw ‘w’ as in ‘wet’

Py e

You can see that the dal and dhal have the same basic shape, as do ra’
and zay. The only difference is that dhal and zay have the dot over the
basic shape. Pay special attention to the position and shape of these four
letters - dal and dhal sit on the line while ra" and zay fall under the line.

13
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Unit 2

Waw and alif have very distinctive shapes, but their connection with

the other letters in this group will become clear later in this unit.
As there are no dots to ‘join up’ in this group of letters, the

handwritten versions tend to look very similar to the printed versions.

Exercise 1

Draw a line between the printed letters, their handwritten versions and

the names of the letters, as in the example:

4 2

VR4

C.

alif

dal

zay

=30

ra

waw

dhal
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Handwriting practice

dal, dhal )gg«

A
ra’, zay / :

wtff,

o B

i

alif

= ¢

Remember, finish the shape first and then add any dots:

DR T .

Joining letters: group 2

The similarity between the letters in group 2 becomes clear when we look
athow they arejoined to other letters. All of the six letters in this group
are joined to the letter before but cannot be joined to the letter after. Look
at how alif joins in these combinations:

L=I1+o
ol =+
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All the letters in this group have the same basic shape wherever they

appear in a word, and always have a space after them because they do not
join to the next letter.

JU=J+|+O
"‘J‘!="‘+J+‘;‘
=0t ety

laal =1+ 0+ o+

The letters in group 2 are the only letters which cannot be joined to the
letter following in a word. All other letters can be joined on either side.

Handwriting practice

Practise copying these words. Remember to write the whole word and
then add the dots.

| L. ,
S s e s s o

Exercise 2
Fill in the missing letters or words to match the example:

(bard) J‘;! = dJs + ONS) + (ba) ;_._\ 1

o -~

39 = + + 2

o -

‘9.3‘): + + 3



Putting words together

== J + J +
ol = + +
- :, + J +

Long vowels

In Unit 1 you met the three Arabic vowel signs: fatha (a), kasra (i) and

\

17

damma (u). These are all pronounced as short vowels. They can be made

long by adding the three letters alif (1), ya’ () and waw (y).

Look at the following and listen to the recording:

-

o (ba)

L e

Q-! (bT) -—— (&) (bi)

2

P b)) — O (b

From this you should be able to see that:
fatha + alif =a (long ‘a’ as in hair or as in heart)
kasra + ya' =T (long ‘I’ as in meet)
damma + waw = (long ‘U’ as in boot)

Tip: In practice, the vowel signs are rarely written on long vowels as the

extra letter already indicates the sound: & 51 L
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Now listen to the pairs of words and repeat them after the recording.
Listen carefully for the difference in the short and long vowels. Each pair
is given twice:

S
> . >

..\}33 dd 2 o 1

Erd
.«

s 3 293

It may have occurred to you that if the vowels signs are not usually
included at all in written Arabic, then if you come across this word ...

29J

... howdo you know whether to pronounce it

J‘SJ (zUr)or...

J":} (zawr) or ...

J:S./) (zawar) or even ...

=
- W

J 33 (zawwara) or ...

:):SJ (zuwwira)?

(All of these words exist!) The answer is that you do not know automatically.
However, when you have learned more about the structure and vocabulary
patterns in Arabic, you will usually be able to tell from the context.

Exercise 3
Listen to the recording and write the vowels on these words. Each word
will be given twice.

G2e 3 C U

S 4 O 2

“ o



Putting words together
M 8 B S
o 0 S 6

JJ|3 10 O 7

) Exercise 4
Now try and write the eight words you hear, with their vowels. Each
word will be given twice.

5..!\_3:, (zabadr) yoghurt

19
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Alif
Alif is unique amongst Arabic letters because it does not have a definite
sound. There are two main ways an alif is used:

1 Toform the long vowel a (see page 17).

2 To ‘carry’ a short vowel. If a word begins with a short vowel, the vowel
sign cannot simply hang in the air before the next letter. So the vowel
sign is placed above or under an alif, as in these examples:

=

i &) (udh) 3 (ab) !

The small ‘c’ shape (¢) that accompanies the vowel sign is known as
hamza. (For more details about hamza, see Unit 6, page 76.)

& Listen carefully to these words which begin with a vowel carried by

an alif.
Y ud! 1
o; oé
ol s O3l 2
il 6 olnl 3

Putting words together

Look at the pictures and listen to the recording.




Putting words together

Tip: 4 (wa, ‘and’) is written joined to the word that follows:
559yl (anwar wa-nar, ‘Anwar and Nour’).

Exercise 5
Look at these pictures and read the names. Check your pronunciation
" with the recording or in the answer section.

5
6 = 7
23
o
oM

Now choose the correct description for each picture:

R

A

SR BL I !

)J{JJJL& 2 2

JJU)OJJ 3 3
LUJ)&.—JJJ 4 ).X.JJW) 4
C

1

2

3

21
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Simple sentences
Look at the picture and listen to the recording.

.J.)L; C.Jb N )

Many Arabic sentences do not need the verb ‘to be’ (am, is, are) in the
present tense. This means that you can have a sentence with no verb at
all. (Such sentences are called nominal sentences.)

) L .J..sl_} c,.ﬂ

Ve a P an
I (am)  Zaid. You (are) Nadir.

[ Handwriting practice

Practise writing these sentences, firstly with the vowels and then without.

s :
_ab Ul PE i

g ¢
Loy &Jl Lo i

-

Exercise 6
Look at the pictures and make sentences for each bubble:
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Male and female

:? Listen to this conversation:
o

< (read from right to left)

Look at the question (notice the reversed question mark).

QQJ‘S And you?

;...l (anti) is used only to refer to a female. Arabic, like many other
languages, makes a difference between male and female people and
objects. It has two genders. So we have:

L (ana) I (male and female)
Q.t‘ (anta) you (male)
C_;.t‘ (anti) you (female)

Exercise 7
Fill in the missing words in these conversations:
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§ Conversation

Introductions

You learnt a few popular greetings in Unit 1, so now you're ready to
introduce yourself. The simplest way to say your name is to use the
phrase you've learnt in this unit: ana ... (I'm ...). You could then ask
how someone is, or say you're pleased to meet him or her.

Listen to these conversations on your recording and then have a go at
introducing yourself.

‘.‘C.\:si‘, X i (ahlan, ana Tom w-anti?) Hello, I'm Tom.
And you?
Loy Gi (ana dina) I'm Dina.

Los b L.stJ (tasharrafna ya dina) Pleased to meet you, Dina.

om s plae Ui aall elucs (masa’ al-khayr. ana madam lawis)

Good evening. I'm Mrs Lewis.

cJLall _L_;s o) plas L 593l ¢ Lo (Masd’ an-ndr ya madam lawis.
kayf al-hal?) Good evening, Mrs Lewis. How are you?

‘CU :x.;;ll (al-hamdu lillah) Fine, thanks (‘thanks be to God’).

Notice the use of ya when addressing someone by name. This is
common in some parts of the Arab world.

0 Vocabulary in Unit 2

U (ana) 1 Lis il (tasharrafna)

=l (anta) you (male)

\

pleased to meet you

¢ sl LauS (kayf al-hal)

how are you?

S (wa-) and all aanll (al-hamdu lillah)

fine, thanks

o

=l (anti) you (female)

s \_\J (zabadr) yoghurt
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The family

Letters of the alphabet: group 3

Look at the third group of letters and listen to the recording:

Name of letter Pronounced
jim ‘i’ as in French ‘je’*
L 2
E ha’ Breathy, strong ‘h’
L 2
6 kha’ ‘ch’ as in Scottish ‘loch’
_b-_— ha’ ‘h’ as in ‘house’
% mim ‘m’ as in ‘mastering’

*Also pronounced ‘g’ as in ‘gate’ in parts of Egypt.

There is an obvious similarity between the first three letters - jim, kha’ and
ha'. The main letter has exactly the same basic shape: only the position of
the dots will tell you which one it is.

The ha' and the mim do not share their shapes with any other letters,
but are included here for pronunciation and vocabulary reasons.

The pronunciation of ha" and kha’ may be unfamiliar sounds to your

25



26

ear. khd’ is a sound similar to that made when clearing your throat.

Unit 3

ha’ is a breathy ‘h’ sometimes confused with ha" by beginners, so we will

take extra care in showing you how to distinguish the two sounds.

@ Exercise 1

Listen to the recording and decide which is the first letter of each word.
The first is an example. Each word is given twice.

Now replay the exercise, repeating the words after the recording.

o

o

o

o

o

TCT *©
o
ttc®
TT®
2

Handwriting letters: group 3
Look at the handwritten versions of the letters in group 3:

Printed letter

o (MMM

v

Handwritten letter

~\ © (o:(o (o

o@c'
°T T
°T T
°T T
°T T

1

2

[':N
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Notice how jim, ha" and kha" have an additional upwards stroke in the
handwritten version, producing an enclosed loop at the top of the letter.

The ‘head’ of the mim is produced by turning your pen in a tight circle
on the same spot.

ijI ha” khal

mim

¢

. Joining letters: jim, ha’, kha’ and mim

When these four letters are at the beginning or in the middle of a word,
the part of the letter which falls below the line (the ‘tail’) gets ‘chopped’.
Only when they occur at the end of a word do they keep their tails.
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Tip: sometimes you can see the mim tucked in under the previous letter
or over the following one. For example:

M =statp

l‘ =+ C + \2
Exercise 2
Join the words with the correct combinations of letters, as in the exlample:
Ssada A '~~J+‘:+C+|1
t! B/ J+‘+G+G+C‘ 2

G}AC | J+‘+C+C+93

J== o G+~9+?4
Clé:‘E “ Q+C+J+35
JlA;gF Q+t+|6
saal G t+l7
Al H c ) tgptoos

Now try to pronounce the words. Check your answer with the recording
or in the answer section. (See page 20 for an explanation of words that
start with alif carrying a vowel.)
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g Joining ha’
Ha' changes its shape depending on how and where it is joined, so take
extra care.

- If it is not joined to any other letter, it looks like this: &
- If it is joined only to the letter after it, it looks like this: —&
- If it is joined only to the letter before it, it looks like this: éd—

- If it is joined to letters on both sides, it looks like this: —g— or this: -
(The second shape is more common in handwriting.)

@ Handwriting practice

Copy these words:

(start here)

@o).é)).@u_a”

Exercise 3

Handwrite these combinations of letters. Try them first on lined paper,
then look at the answer section and study how the letters combine.
After that, copy out the words several more times until you can write
them all fluently.

J+C+g_.;5 Q+C+ul
o+‘z+i6 ‘z+o+u2
sta+l+o 7 statgz s
5+G+L‘,8 °+c§+“:’+c_.§‘4
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Feminine words

You have already seen that there are two genders in Arabic. All nouns
(people, objects, ideas, etc.) are either masculine (male) or feminine
(female). Luckily it is fairly easy to tell which gender a particular word is.

There is a special feminine ending that is a ‘bundled up’ ta’ (=): s .
This is called ta’ marbata (literally tied up ta’). When the word is said by
itself, the ta" marbata is not usually pronounced:

‘.C\:i._\:é (madina) city &/.A ‘9:') (zawja) wife

There are two main categories of words which are feminine:

1 Female people or words that refer to females (girl, mother, etc.).
Most countries are also considered female.

2 Singular words that end in ta" marbita. (There are a few exceptions to
this, but they are rare.) L

A word could fall into both categories, e.g. 4a 4 (zawja) wife.

There are a small number of feminine words that do not fall into either
of these categories, often words connected with the natural world (wind,
fire, etc.) or parts of the body (hand, leg, etc.). However, in general you
can presume a word is masculine unless it falls into one of the two
categories above.

% Exercise 4

Listen to these words and decide if they are masculine or feminine.
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What's this? 134 La

. Listen to the recording and repeat the sentences:

(Thevertical dash you can see above the hd' in laa (hadha) and s1a
(hadhihi)isan alif. In a very few words, the alif is written above the letter
rather than after it. This alif is pronounced as a long a. Like the other
vowel signs, it is not normally included in modern written Arabic.)

Masculine Feminine
O 13 Basyd 03
This (isa) house. This (isa) newspaper.

There is no need for the verb ‘is’ in this kind of sentence. Notice that
there is also no direct equivalent of the English ‘a’ as in ‘a house’'.

Exercise 5
Make a sentence for each picture and then write it down.
o 4 1
% 3 ’ SN
— -/4 f:%

~3 —f’ SR )}’ D\

L%
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The family

Look at this family tree and read the names.

Listen to the recording, looking at the pictures and following the words:

L‘_é;";; e N0 ‘.:\53 Mi U
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Wiy

[ 0%
BP2Y I a.\b}
_(5’ @ SERLLE e { %

wu

E’” 21 61y olge Ul s gjg '

If you take a noun (e.g. =x bint, daughter/girl) and add -7’ to the end,
it then refers to ‘my ..." (e.g. S bintT, my daughter):

‘_s-‘-““.=g+0:‘-3

PN
noun + ‘7 = mydaughter

We could also put the noun directly in front of a name:
" ~ 1 L]
saal G = gaal + S

RN
noun + name = daughter of Ahmed, or
Ahmed’s daughter

Putting two nouns together like this with a possessive meaning is known
as idafa.

When the first noun in idafa ends in ta’ marbata (s), you should
pronounce the word with a ‘'t at the end:
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saa | &; 3J (zawjat ahmad) wife of Ahmed/Ahmed’s wife |
O34 dasd (khaymat midhat) Midhat's tent

When letters are added to a word ending in t& marbdta, it ‘unties’ and
changes back to an ordinary ta'. This ta’ is pronounced ‘t’ in the normal
way:

&; 3J (zawja) wife 9_"1.} ‘9:, (zawjat1) my wife
Exercise 6

Now look back at the sentences on pages 32-3 and try to match the
Arabic words with their translations:

é
mother : Qi‘
father C_';..u

¢
son ‘a|
daughter G LS
wife t‘
husband - XB)
sister u..!‘

brother u‘



The family

Exercise 7

35

Look at the family tree on page 32 and fill in the gaps in the sentences,

as in the example.

Exercise 8

Now make eight sentences about this family. The first is an example:

e V.1
Ol
Olg

¢

.saal Cf"l §A Oaua
R 5918

3.&.;.4;;

R %98

839 P ol
saal > ol

1

2

w

'S

9]
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, Q“ ~ Conversation

Introducing your family

You can practise the words you’ve learnt in this unit to introduce your
family. Just use the expression ‘this is ...": hadha ... for a male or
hadhihi ... for a female, followed by the family member and name:

$13a 'ys (Man hadha?) Who's this?
A ) 13a (hadha zawii jak) This is my husband, Jack.

Ada b L..e‘,:.: (tasharrafna ya jak) Pleased to meet you, Jack.

Sa3a s (Man hadhihi?) Who's this?
-3 3 oda (hadhihi binti IGst) This is my daughter, Lucy.

.swsd b Lis,i5 (tasharrafna ya 1ast) Pleased to meet you, Lucy.

Listen to these two conversations on the recording, then try to
introduce members of your family. The recording will help you.

0 Vocabulary in Unit 3

;.si (umm) mother |.:LA (hadha) this (masc.)

ul (ab) father a_LA (hadhihi) this (fem.)

Ol (ibn) son Aala ) (ujaia) bottle

c;fa.g (bint) daughter/girl S:.\g :)/; (jarTda) newspaper
Ci (akh) brother K.:L;/A (khayma) tent

CAf (ukht) sister ;4; (nahr) river

C;:) (zawj) husband JLA’A (himar) donkey
2/:.:9:) (zawja) wife Z/A‘AJ (dajaja) hen/chicken
:;A (huwa) he (and it, masc.) Z.\,_s.&:o (madina) city

L;A (hiya) she (and it, fem.) L).:o (man) who?
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 Listen to the recording, paying special attention to the pronunciation of
} the second pair of letters:

Name of letter Pronounced
sin ‘s’ as in ‘sea’

shin ‘sh’ as in ‘sheet’

strong, emphatic ‘s’

e

dad strong, emphatic ‘d’

You can see that the letters sin and shin have the same basic shape, but
shin has three dots above. shin and tha’ are the only two letters in the
Arabic alphabet that have three dots. Farsi (the language of Iran) has
other letters with three dots above and below, and these are occasionally
used for sounds that do not exist in Arabic (for example, p and v).

sad and dad have the same basic shape, but dad has one dot above.
All the letters in group 4 have a similarly shaped tail.

Notice that when Arabic is written in English letters (transliterated), a
dot is put under such letters as sad, dad and ha’ to distinguish them from
their more familiar equivalents.

37
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Handwriting letters: group 4
Look at the handwritten versions of the letters in group 4:

Printed letter Handwritten letter

% ®6

You can see that the handwritten letters look similar to the printed
versions except that the three dots on shin have become joined, as they
did with tha' (&). The ‘w’ shape at the beginning of sTn and shin can also
become ‘smoothed out’ in handwriting, like this: ¢ y=— CJ:” .

However, as a beginner, it's easier to stick to the more standard versions.

@ Handwriting practice

sin, shin w
sad, dad | uﬁ

PP P
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? Joining letters: group 4

All of the letters in group 4 work on the same principle as the other letters
which have tails (e.g., z and »). The tail falling below the line gets
‘chopped’ when the letters are joined to another following. Only when they
are standing by themselves or at the end of a word do they keep their tails.

e =g tytuel
fm=‘,+ua+‘zz

}
5.
c;*'
c

§
I
.
&
1
s

QH = + J + C 6
@ Handwriting practice
sad, dad — joined only to the letter after: o J

— joined on both sides o -44 .
— joined only to the letter before: W oo

sin, shin - joined only to the letter after:

- joined on both sides: %

o o auiide.
— joined only to the letter before: uﬁ .
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sad and dad are emphatic letters and have no direct equivalent in
English. The difference in the pronounciation of sin and sad is similar to
the difference between the initial sounds of the English words ‘sit’ and
‘sorry’; and dal and dad similar to the difference between ‘din’ and ‘dot’.

It is important to try to distinguish between emphatic and non-emphatic
letters, as it is between ha’ (s) and ha’ (C)' Listen to these pairs of words
and repeat them after the recording. Each pair is given twice.

P oyl

s o

pA <)

Jl.uos e};z

sl pA

uu‘f.‘.:6 SO 3
S Bl el

Exercise 1
Listen to the words on the recording and decide which is the first letter of
each. The words are given twice. The first answer is an example.

Vo s pe s ue(uN)t

0D N 10 zes oS 3 2
zen - T e

0D LN 12 - o2 3 4

Now check your answers and repeat the words after the recording.
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Exercise 2

All these Arabic words are similar to English. Can you match them to the
pictures?

-

EESTILENNNCST R ol 1

Larsw 6 a4 IRs 2
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@ Handwriting practice

Practise writing these words from Exercise 2:
L 5 el ol
‘,4?54‘,3 _‘,‘tg ‘)hhﬁl "ﬂdL"*' Q)" -
Jobs
é&% Listen to the recording and look at the pictures:

mreracas EXN )1
Auysa G| | ]

|

bl
)

A word referring to a single male (masculine singular) can be made to refer to
a single female (feminine singular) by adding a fatha (—) and a ta’ marbata
(8): Lw e (Mudarris) male teacher, &.,.s (mudarrisa) female teacher; Jul s
(murasil) male correspondent, &L ,» (murasila) female correspondent.
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y Exercise 3
~ Here are some more jobs. Look at the list and listen to the recording.

:, Lt'A baker
[EEVET] L;A accountant

o Be nurse (fem.)

oM JAG.A engineer
JlA:\ carpenter

Now make one sentence for each picture. The first is an example:
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Making words plural

Look at the pictures and listen to the recording:
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w

) Ja

masculine singular + an = masculine plural
W

— L”"J e

masculine singular + at = feminine plural

These plurals are known as the sound masculine plural and the sound
feminine plural (‘sound’ here means ‘complete’ and does not refer to the
pronunciation). All the jobs in this chapter can be made plural by
adding the endings shown above.

Notice that although there is only one word for ‘we’, ;a3 (nahnu), the
word for ‘they” is aa (hum) for the masculine plural and a (hunna) for
the feminine plural:

U}""‘J“ M (hum mudarristin) They are (male) teachers.

g_’LU.I JM u.h (hunna mudarrisat) They are (female) teachers.

The feminine plural is not as common as the masculine plural asall
members of a group must be female for it to be used. If the group is
mixed, the masculine is always used. (Spoken dialects often use the
masculine plural only whatever the gender of the group.)

Exercise 4
Look again at the words listed in Exercise 3. Write the masculine and
feminine plurals for these words.
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Exercise 5
Now write the words in the speech bubbles and underneath the pictures,
as in the example.
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@% Conversation

Talking about what you do
If you want to ask someone what they do for a living you can ask:

Sellae Lo (Ma gamalak/-ik?) What's your job? (to a man/woman)
La_,m/u.._,.u Ui (ana mudarris/mumarrida) I'm a teacher/a nurse.

gamal means ‘work’ or ‘job” and the ending -ak or -ik means “your’ (-ka
and -ki in more formal Arabic). You could also ask where someone works:

Sellac C)-.'i (ayna gamalak/-ik?) Where's your job?
2y o 3 (fTlundun/fi bayrat) In London/In Beirut.
If you're studying at university or school you may want to say:
Aol / s Li (ana talib/taliba) 1'm a student (male/female).
B83aals [laals Ui (ana tilmidh/tilmidha) I'm a pupil (male/female).
A good expression to express interest or admiration is:
tellt L& Le (masha’a allah) Wonderful!

Listen to the conversation and then take one of the roles yourself.
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Structure notes

The structure note sections are intended to give more details about
the structure of the Arabic language. They will be useful mainly for
recognition purposes and should not be slavishly learnt. If you require
a more general understanding of Arabic, you can quickly skim
through these sections or even skip them altogether.

Case endings

Arabic nouns and adjectives have case endings — grammatical endings
that can be added to the end of nouns. However, unlike many
languages, for example German, these endings are rarely pronounced
and for practical purposes do not exist in spoken dialects. So learners
of Arabic (and native speakers) can get by without a detailed
knowledge of these endings.

The sort of situations in which you are likely to meet the full endings
are readings of classical literature (particularly the Qur‘an), and more
formal radio and TV broadcasts, especially if the speaker wishes to
show his or her ‘grammatical correctness’. You will rarely find them
written in modern newspapers or literature.

Having said that, there are some occasions in Modern Standard Arabic
when the endings affect the spelling and pronounciation and so some
knowledge of how they work is desirable.

The nominative case (ar-rafg)

There are three cases. The first is the nominative. The easiest way to
explain this case is to say that you can assume a noun is nominative
unless there is a reason for it not to be. Almost all of the nouns you
have met in the book so far have been in the nominative case.

If we take the noun =1, (bint), girl/daughter, and add the full ending
for the nominative case we have:

c.;.u (pronounced ‘bintun’)

A

The ending (— ) is written above the final letter like the vowels, and is
pronounced ‘un’. So the sentence .. lia (hadha bayt), This is a
house, would be = l3a (hadha baytun) if fully pronounced.

Look at these other nouns you know with their full endings:
a5 (najjarun) carpenter
iala) (zujajatun*®) bottle

ol yas (Mumarridatun*) nurses
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* the ta’ marbita is pronounced ‘at’ when a case ending is added to

the noun.

The sound masculine plural is an exception and has a different

ending:

O s (Mudarrisan(a))

Here, the whole of the part underlined can be considered as the
nominative case ending, but only the final ‘a’ is not usually
pronounced in Modern Standard Arabic.

Optional exercise

Go back to Exercise 3 and say the sentences again, this time
pronouncing the full endings on the words.

§ Vocabulary in Unit 4

(> (nahnu) we
‘A-A (hum) they (masc.)
44 (hunna) they (fem.)

u“:)-l—o (mudarris) teacher

- A
wwlas (muhasib) accountant

-

\

©

5UA (khabbaz) baker

we 4

4..4:_').4\.4\ (mumarrida) nurse
o~ 2

o~ g0 (muhandis) engineer

J\GA_.E (najjar) carpenter

d:w' Jjo (murasil) correspondent
%.\:‘Uc (talib) student

;‘:*—“j; (tilmidh) pupil

uu}/l's (tanis) tennis

= Ls (bas) bus

LA/..\iua (sTnima) cinema

'J:‘:‘-‘ (bTtza) pizza

Sy J.Zu (shart) shorts

),.;Jﬁ (bargar) burger

ellar Lo (mé gamalak/-ik?) What's your job?

Sellac C):" (ayna gamalak/-ik?) Where's your job?

talll Ui Lo (ma sha‘a allah) Wonderful!
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things

=8l Letters of the alphabet: group 5
@ Listen to the recording and look at the letters:

Name of letter Pronounced
L J
_Q_ fa’ ‘t” as in ‘foot’
oo
‘ 9 qaf see below
s
kaf ‘k’ as in ‘kettle’
AJ‘ lam ‘1" as in ‘lamb’

The fa’ and qaf have similar shapes, but the tail of the gaf is rounder and
falls below the line (a little like the difference between o and ).

The tail of the Iam must also fall below thelineandnotsitonitlike an
English ‘I'. Both lam and kaf have distinctive shapes which are not shared
with any other letter.

Pronunciation of gaf

It takes practice to pronounce qgaf properly. You should say a ‘q’ from the

back of your throat. In Modern Standard Arabic, care must be taken to

distinguish the pronunciation of kaf and qgaf (listen again to the recording).
However, spoken dialects tend to pronounce the gaf eitheras a ‘g’ as

50



Describing things 51

in ‘gate’ or as a glottal stop. (A glottal stop is the sort of sound produced
when you pronounce ‘bottle’ with a Cockney accent, or in ‘Estuary
English’, dropping the ‘tt".) This book will pronounce the gaf in the
classical way, but be prepared to hear the same words pronounced with
a ‘g’ or a glottal stop by native speakers.

Exercise 1

Listen to these pairs of words. All the words begin with either gaf or kaf.
Decide if each pair of words begins with the same or different letters.
Each pair is given twice. The first answer is an example.

lifféé{ﬁé}different 5 same different
2 same different 6 same different
3 same different 7 same different
4 same different 8 same different

Handwriting letters: group 5
Look at the letters in group 5 handwritten:

Printed letter Handwritten letter

L 4

-

O

. .G c,.

(v
&
J

Notice how the ‘hamza’ shape in the middle of the kaf becomes ‘joined’ to
the rest of the letter for the sake of speed in the handwritten version. The
alternative handwritten version of gaf should be noted for recognition
purposes, although it is generally easier for beginners to write the more
standard version.
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@ Handwriting practice

o
-
qaf e
’ &)
lam ‘ '

' Joining letters: group 5

fa’, gaf and lam all lose their tails when they are joined to the following
letter. This leaves fa’ and qaf with the same shape at the beginning or in
the middle of a word. The only difference is that fa’ has one dot above
and gaf two:

QA=3+,+
GA=0t,+ @
JA8 J+ 38+ 3
=3 +3+
Jo=J+J+a
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Itis important to remember that lam can be joined on both sides, as
beginners often confuse this letter with alif, which can be joined only to
the letter before:

uté =+ I+ d
sh=0+d+tg
kaf, like ha' (s), changes its shape depending on how it is joined:

- If it stands on itsown or is at the end of a word, it looks like this: 4.‘_‘

- If it stands at the beginning or in the middle of a word, it looks like

this: S

Exercise 2
Look at this newspaper headline. It contains 2 kafs and 5 gafs. Can you
find and circle them?

ddalall mag uady wlods
@il i)l & LSVe Bac WSaS

dall radlt & _',»&y'w

pPrecooked

Couscous

e
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> Handwriting practice

When a kaf is written at the beginning or in the middle of a word, the
main shape of the word is often completed first without the downwards
stroke of the kaf, which is added with the dots:

stage 1: J.J
stage 2: u.JJ/

*

Compare this with the way most people would write the English word ‘tin":
stage 1: lwv

stage 2: tinv

Now practise copying these words:
WON PR ) AT IS L O T
/ * * / L 4 L 4

Everyday objects
§ i? Look at these pictures and listen to the recording:
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Exercise 3
Now make a sentence for each picture, as in the example:

olas 131
Signs and crosswords
If an English word is written vertically instead of horizontally, as in a
crossword or a shop sign, then the same basic letters are used:

(horizontal)  accountant

(vertical)

TS o T3 OO0 09

However, because of the way Arabic letters are joined, vertical words
have to be written using the separate, isolated letters:

s \AA (horizontal)

‘a (vertical)

C
I

(@ o
b2

Crosswords are compiled entirely in separate letters.
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Exercise 4

Look at the picture clues and complete the crossword. One clue is
completed for you.

of

B 2/ X
5lrlg|e | B

Describing things
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Now listen to these sentences:

57

H.Lu.a ?;I/§J| Ay

Jdi(al)the +  ali(qalam) pen = alill (al-qalam) the pen

JiI (al) is the same for all nouns, whether masculine, feminine or plural,
and is written as part of the word that follows. Adding hadha or hadhihi
directly in front of al changes the meaning from the to this, for example
from alall (al-qalam) the pen, to alall 134 (hadhal-galam) this pen.

Tip: In spoken dialects I can be pronounced al, il or el.

J9uSa ‘z.l§.|| RV

=

masculine noun

+  adjective This pen is broken

3.3:\§AJ| LXV-

= =

feminine noun

+  adjective with 5 This bag is heavy
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An adjective must have the feminine ending (3, a) if the noun it is
describing is feminine. In other words, the adjective agrees with the noun.

Note the difference between:
‘a.\i I3a  Thisisapen.
‘a.L'i.“ I3a  Thispen...

Exercise 5
Match the opposite pairs of adjectives:

assd R

Now pronounce the adjectives out loud.

Exercise 6
Fill in the gaps in these descriptions, using the English prompts in brackets.
Remember to add the feminine ending s a to the adjective if necessary.

. (white) wasadldl 134 1

) yi (shirt) laag 2

Aliaa &l (This) 3

. (ugly) Csaadl (And this) 4
- (old) 3 yLawll (This) 5

. (And this car is new) 6
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Whose is it?

| Listen to these two exchanges:

Tip: 2 fathas followed by alif (1) is pronounced an: I;S;'.. (shukran) thank you.

S

Now listen to these descriptions:
wamly s Llasy caydl OGS 132
Sgwlg asud Aalisg wdgdl OLas faa

Bugua dinda g uysad! duda o344 —n

Tip: as45 (gadim, old) can only be used with objects, not people.
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Possessive endings

You have now met the following endings which describe possession:

my (masculine & feminine) -1 u__,\_xs (kitabr) my book

your (masculine) -(u)ka* éLsL"sS (kitabuka) your book

your (feminine) -(u)ki* dL»L'iS (kitabuki) your book
P

his “(uhu* 45 (kitabuhu) his book

her -(uha Lgal5S (kitabuha) her book

*Tip: In spoken dialects these endings are usually simplified to -ak, -ik and -uh:
kitabak, kitabik, kitabuh.

an

These endings are known as attached pronouns since they are ‘attached’
to the end of the word. Remember that when you add an ending to a
word which finishes in t&' marbdata, the t&' unties and is pronounced:

L8~ (hagiba) éll.\.}i; (haqgtbatuka)

Exercise 7
Complete the conversation and fill in the missing words in the description:
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Exercise 8

Read the description of Jihan’s dog. Then look at the pictures of Jihan
and her friend Mohammed, together with some of their possessions.

wanl 929 Gl oIS fia

Now make similar descriptions of Jihan’s and Mohammed’s other
possessions.

Tip: Do not use U‘A_..J (abyad, white) or o ,,.i (aswad, black) to describe
feminine objects, as they have a special feminine form which you will
learn in Unit 11. Stick to using these colours with masculine objects for
the moment.
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Exercise 9
Try to describe some of your possessions, using the sentences you
produced in Exercise 8 as models.

Structure notes

Indefinite and definite
When you add I (al, the) to an indefinite noun, you make it definite.
The case ending you met in Unit 4 changes slightly:

4;;.'\._; (bintun) a girl/daughter (indefinite)
;.;_,n (al-bintu) the girl/daughter (definite)
The indefinite case ending -un becomes -u when the noun is definite.

Nouns which have possessive endings are also definite, and this
accounts for the ‘u’ which appears before the attached pronouns:

éll.u (bintuka) your (masculine) daughter
d:.u (bintuki) your (feminine) daughter
&5y, (bintuhu) his daughter

Leass (bintuha) her daughter

But notice that when you add (s (T, my), the case ending is not included.

Look at these sentences you have met in this unit with the full case
endings added. Notice that the adjectives as well as the nouns carry
the case endings.

o P 1
8aaa 8Ll (as-sayyaratu jadidatun) The car is new.

,*: 1, a’? ;ﬂ:’i“_’, (bintuka jamilatun) Your daughter is beautiful.

;_,_L; . s<)y (al-kitabu gadimun) The book is old.

Elision of i
When the word before 11 (al, the) begins with a vowel, the‘a’ of ‘al’ is
dropped and the sound is elided:

2..._..1;.“ (al-hagiba) the bag

Luiall sia  (hadhihi l-haqiba) thisbag (not hadhihi al-hagiba)
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Conversation

Polite requests

It is useful at an early stage of learning a language to master a few

phrases so that you can ask politely for what you want. These can come

in handy in stores or when you want someone to pass you something.
S... 5Saa (mumkin ...7) May t have ...? (literally ‘possible?”)
fellas o oGS (<as (mumkin kitabr min fadlak?)
May | have my book, please? (said to a male) ,
Sellas e UAHS!I oasadll Kas (Mumkin al-qamis al-abyad min fadliik?)
May | have the white shirt, please? (said to a female) '

) (urd ..) I'd like ...
Bagas dnda .\.L)i (urid hagba jadida) I'd like a new bag.

allas o fyin _;._,Ji (urid pitza min fadlak) I'd like pizza, please.

When the item is handed over, you may hear:

LLA.Q.-I (tafaddal) Here you are. (said to a male)
ul.as: (tafaddalr) Here you are. (said to a female)

And don’t forget to say ‘thank you': I:,S:.. (shukran).

Listen to the request phrases on the recording with some examples,
and then try asking for the following items:

o~ (bargar) a burger

dala )l s 24 (hadhihi z-zujaja) this bottle

clals (galamak) your pen

J‘,...‘YI uaadll (al-gamis al-aswad) the black shirt

s>as (miftaht) my key
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0 Vocabulary in Unit S

{LLQ (qgalam) pen J‘y& (maksar) broken

CL;.QA (miftah) key ﬁ_ﬁ.‘;u (salim) whole/unbroken
q:; (kitab) book 4.3_\1; (jadid) new

uA:_LA:a (gamrs) shirt ‘sg..x/.'é (gadim) old

%:X/S (kalb) dog ;9.3.9:3 (khafTf) light (weight)
Z_,.g/; (hagiba) bag Je_’qs (thagfl) heavy

f.slA (khatim) ring J_._ux; (jamTl) beautiful

8 J\_:.a.u (sayyara) car @.;3 (gabth) ugly

Zaf)/d (darraja) bicycle ;‘.L (-ka) your (masc.)

.\]:9 (walad) boy /é.l. (-ki) your (fem.)

I)S.:, (shukran) thank you 4. (-hu) his

J;al (aswad) black Lg_ (-ha) her

ué;;‘ (abyad) white s+ (N my

2 2
‘.'C)SM (mumkin) may I have? 4:;)| (urid) I'd like

cllas L)o (min fadlak/min fadlik) please (to a male/female)

u_‘..a.u/da.b (tafaddal/tafaddali) here you are (to a male/female)



